news dental news

InternatIonal dental elIte attend John Mclean syMposIuM
In June this year the elite of the dental world came together at the Royal Society of Medicine to celebrate the achievements of Dr John McLean OBE and launch a Fellowship Fund in his name, one year after his passing.
Twenty-three speakers travelled from all over the world to have the honour of addressing the John McLean Symposium, each one of them paying their own expenses, which is testimony to the profound effect John McLean had on his colleagues.
'John's pioneering work contributed to changes in many aspects of dentistry, to the benefit of generations to come. His work was underpinned by his passion for science, astute insights into trends in dentistry and meticulous attention to detail,' said Dr David Winkler, who organised the event.
John dedicated his career to the advancement of dental surgery and material science and the John McLean Fellowship Fund will help nurture future student research in dental materials.
Speakers included Edwina Kidd, Emerita Professor of Cariology at King's College London, who marked her 35 year friend-ship with John. Dr Raymond Bertolotti from the University of California spoke on 'The quest for the perfect bond'; Dr Stefano Gracis from Milan on 'Metal-ceramics: a standard on the road to extinction'; and Nicolas Pietrobon from Zurich discussed the 'Team approach between prosthodontics and dental technology'.
The tone of the event was nostalgic, reflective and uplifting and all of the speakers were proud of their association with John McLean and reverential of his tremendous contribution to dentistry.
To conclude the event, Dr Winkler commented: 'If you, like us, have been touched by John's work and wish to honour his memory, we invite you to join us by making a gift to the John McLean Fellowship Fund.' For more information on donating, email giving@kcl.ac.uk.
Peter Crooks, a general dental practitioner in Ballymena, has been elected as the new Chair of the BDA's Northern Ireland Dental Practice Committe (NIDPC). He has been Chair of the Northern Area Local Dental Committee since November 2008.
As well as providing general dentistry, Dr Crooks has a special interest in sedation techniques for helping nervous patients receive their dental treatment in a relaxed, comfortable and safe environment.
'It is a privilege to be elected to represent Northern Ireland's high street dentists and continue the good work of the NIDPC,' said Dr Crooks. 'Dental practices face very real economic pressures that must be overcome so they can continue to prioritise their patients' care.
'The major issue will be the development of a new contract for general dental services in Northern Ireland which must be addressed as a priority. Further challenges include the impact of new decontamination requirements and the increasing governance agenda being applied to practices.' Dr Crooks graduated from Queen's University, Belfast in 1983 and has dedicated his whole career to general dental practice. He has run his own practice in Ballymena since 1987. new contract a prIorIty for BallyMena dentIst speakers at the John Mclean symposium, royal society of Medicine
